iliil 


II 


Chorley  Rural  District  Council 


ANNUAL 


REPORT 

for  1938 

BY 

JOHN  RIGBY 

/ 

M.B.  D.P.H., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

AND  BY 

Herbert  P.  Proes 

Cert.  R.  San.  Inst.,  Cert.  Inst.  San,  Engs 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


10,  HIGH  STREET, 


1939. 

fibrbnwsj 

PRESS. 


CHORLEY. 


m 


'IllIEIIll 

MIS 

um:i 

ii  ii 

■ 

G I .... 

..III.  I..I 

m 

I... 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://archive.org/detai  Is/b291 1 1 262 


TO  THE  CHORLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I present  to  you  my  report  on  the  principle  occurrences 
in  your  area  affecting  this  department  during  the  last  year. 
The  health  of  the  people  has  been  good.  No  wide  spread  epi- 
demic has  occurred  in  the  area  although  the  total  number  of 
infectious  cases  is  greater  this  year.  The  outbreak  of  scarlet 
fever  in  the  Wheelton  School  accounting  for  eleven  cases  and 
the  long  period  over  which  isolated  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
prevalent  throughout  the  area,  were  the  chief  causes  of 
anxiety.  The  reduction  of  the  influx  of  labour  to  the  area 
now  that  the  contractors  for  the  Euxton  works  have  nearly 
finished  is  welcome  from  a sanitary  point  of  view.  A case 
of  scarlet  did  occur  in  the  office  (a  case  of  diphtheria,  a boy 
brewing  tea  for  the  workers) , and  a suspected  case  of  typhoid 
in  an  underground  worker.  These,  however,  had  no  second- 
ary cases. 

Housing. 

No  new  house  building  scheme  has  been  undertaken 
by  the  Council  owing  to  the  enterprise  of  contractors  erect- 
ing houses  for  sale.  These  houses  have  been  more  than 
adequate  for  the  needs  at  presnt,  even  to  take  the  influx 
of  the  transfers  of  Government  workers  to  Euxton.  The 
cases  of  overcrowding  brought  to  our  notice  have  been  few 
and  houses  seem  to  become  available  for  those  overcrowding 
cases  who  only  wish  to  rent,  as  the  new  houses  become 
occupied.  The  exact  census  of  the  house  population  was 
taken  as  far  back  as  December  1936  and  as  soon  as  the  popu- 
lation ceases  to  fluctuate,  as  at  present,  it  would  be  of  advant- 
age to  revise  the  figures.  From  observations,  however,  we 
believe  that  the  previous  state  of  overcrowding  is  much 
improved. 

Farms. 

The  farms  of  the  district  are  gradually  becoming 
much  cleaner  places  than  was  the  rule  a few  years  ago.  Im- 
provements in  the  buildings  have  helped  this  as  changes 
have  taken  place  which  make  the  places  easier  to  keep  clean. 

The  introduction  of  the  “Accredited  Milk”  scheme  has 
enabled  the  dairy  men  to  fix  some  standard,  below  which  they 
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will  not  enter  into  a contract  with  the  producer.  This  neces- 
sitates apparatus  being-  available  on  the  farm  for  the  cleans- 
ing of  milking  utensils  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  place  being 
maintained  at  a high  level.  The  number  of  milk  producing 
farms  in  the  area  has  increased  by  forty-seven  to  the  total 
of  three  hundred  and  ninety  (330). 

The  sampling  of  milk  supplied  to  the  twenty-six 
schools  has  been  carried  out  as  in  former  years  and  found  to 
be  of  satisfactory  quality. 

Population. 

The  number  of  persons  resident  in  this  area  is  esti- 
mated to  have  increased  greater  this  year  than  in  any  of  the 
previous  years.  There  are  now  estimated  to  be  24.380  per- 
sons resident  in  the  area.  The  previous  figures  were : — 


1936  • 

24,020 

1937  

24,030 

1938  

24,060 

Now 

. . 24,380 

Birth  Rate. 

There  have  been  a total  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  (334)  births  during  the  year.  Of  these,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-one  (161)  have  been  of  boys  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three  (173)  of  girls.  Included  in  these  numbers 
are  the  births  of  ten  (10)  illegitimate  children,  five  boys  and 
five  girls.  The  rate  will  be  13.6  per  thousand  of  population, 
a decrease  of  1.0  per  thousand  on  the  previous  year  and  0.5 
on  the  average  for  the  last  five  years,  and  a still  greater 
divergence  from  the  figure  returned  as  the  birth  rate  for 
England,  15.1. 

The  previous  figures  are: — 


Average  13.1  per  thousand  of  population. 

1937  14,6  per  thousand  of  population. 

1938  13.6  per  thousand  of  population. 

England  15.1  per  thousand  of  population. 


Death  Rate. 

The  deaths  have  number  three  hundred  and  six  (306). 
These  are  divided  between  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  (151) 
males  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  females  (155).  The 
rate  will  be  12.5  per  thousand  of  population,  a slight  decrease 
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on  the  previous  year  but  still  a little  above  our  average  for 
the  last  five  years.  The  rate  returned  for  England  is  11.6 
per  thousand  of  population. 

The  previous  figures  are; — 


Average  11.9  per  thousand  of  population. 

1937  13.0  per  thousand  of  population. 

1938  12.5  per  thousand  of  population. 

England  11.6  per  thousand  of  population. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Children  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year  have  num- 
bered twelve  (12),  seven  (7)  of  these  have  been  boys,  and 
five  (5)  girls,  giving  a rate  of  35  per  thousand  births.  None 
of  the  ten  illegitimate  children  have  died  before  reaching  the 
age  of  one  year.  The  figures  are  small  for  comparison  so 
any  variation  will  alter  the  percentage  over  a wide  range. 


The  previous  figures  are: — 
Average  for  5 years  . . . 
Average  for  1937  ..... 

Average  for  1938  ...... 

Average  for  England  . . 


56  per  thousand  births. 
25  per  thousand  births. 
35  per  thousand  births. 
53  per  thousand  births. 


Under  a new  Act  all  still-births  have  to  be  registered. 
There  are,  therefore,  figures  available  as  to  the  number  that 
have  occurred.  There  have  been  fourteen  (14)  in  this  area, 
four  of  males  and  ten  of  females.  The  rate  for  future  com- 
parison will  be  40  per  thousand  births. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

There  has  been  only  one  case  of  death  of  the  mother 
occurring  at  the  time  of  confinement.  This,  however,  gives 
a rate  of  2.87  per  thousand  of  births.  There  is,  however,  a 
gradual  decrease  as  the  average  is  4.18,  and  last  year  it  was 
5.27  per  thousand  births. 


Previous  figures  are: — 
Avrage  for  5 years  . . 
Average  for  1937 
Average  for  1938 
Average  for  England  . 


4.18  per  thousand  births. 
5.27  per  thousand  births. 
2.87  per  thousand  births. 
2.97  per  thousand  births. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

The  deaths  from  the  Zymotic  diseases  have  been  Small 
Pox,  0 ; Measles,  1 ; Scarlet  Fever,  0 ; Diphtheria,  2 ; Whooping 
Cough,  0;  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  0. 
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Tuberculosis. 

There  has  been  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
notified  and  we  have  to  record  forty  (40)  cases.  Nineteen 
(19)  have  been  of  the  pulmonary  type  and  twenty-one  (21) 
of  the  non-pulmonary  type.  Out  of  this  number  four  (4) 
have  died.  Eleven  of  the  pulmonary  patients  have 
been  recommended  for  and  receivd  institutional  tratment  and 
six  of  the  non-pulmonary  patients.  After  the  deduction  of 
those  who  have  left  the  area  we  have  in  the  district  37  pul- 
monary cases  of  tuberculosis  and  93  of  non-pulmonary 
cases. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  all  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have 
totalled  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  (126).  There  have 
been  seventy-four  (74)  scarlet  fever  cases  and  it  was  found 
possible  to  nurse  eight  (8)  at  home  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Diphtheria  cases  have  numbered 
twenty-six  (26),  an  increase  on  the  usual  number  for  this 
area.  The  type  of  the  disease  has  been  more  severe,  and 
although  all  were  admitted  to  hospital  I have  to  record  the 
occurrance  of  two  deaths.  Pneumonias  have  numbered 
seventeen  (17)  and  erysipelas  eight  (8). 

The  case  rate  for  scarlet  fever  in  this  area  is  3.03  per 
thousand  of  population  compared  with  2.77  for  last  year  and 
2.41  as  the  figure  returned  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  case  rate  for  diphtheria  in  this  area  is  1.06  per 
thousand  of  population  compared  with  .29  for  last  year  and 
1.58  as  the  figure  returned  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  cases  is  greater  than  the  previous  year 
and  is  accounted  for  by  the  outbreak  of  cases  in  the  Wheel- 
ton  area.  The  Source  of  infection  was  traced  to  the  party  of 
scholars  who  congregated  together  to  visit  the  swimming 
baths  at  Withnell.  We  also  have  had  cases  amongst  the 
labourer’s  at  Euxton  and  the  permanent  staff.  These  sources 
of  infection,  however,  did  not  spread.  The  cases  of  diph- 
theria have  caused  great  anxiety  as  the  type  of  the  disease 
has  been  So  virulent.  It  has  occurred  in  children  of  5 to  15 
years  of  age  and  sporadically  over  the  area.  In  nearly 
every  case,  however,  we  have  been  able  to  satisfy  ourselves 
as  to  the  probable  source  of  infection. 
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Throat  swabs  for  suspected  cases  and  contacts  of 
Diphtheria  are  examined  by  contract  with  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  but  cases  were  also  admitted  to  hospi- 
tal for  diagnosis,  where  the  throat  looks  like  diphtheria  and 
isolation  cannot  be  carried  out  at  home.  Sixteen  (16)  swabs 
have  been  examined  under  this  scheme. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  always  available  for  the 
prophylactic  treatment  of  contacts  of  a diphtheria  case.  The 
phials  of  8,000  units  are  supplied  and  16  have  been  expended. 

The  presence  of  a Small-Pox  contact  was  notified 
from  Wigan  to  be  working  at  Coppull.  When  examined  it 
was  found  that  the  Contact  (a  girl)  had  been  infected  by 
small-pox.  She  was  isolated  and  54  contacts  received  preven- 
tative vaccination.  School  closure,  which  is  found  to  be  bene- 
ficial in  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  an  infectious  disease 
in  a rural  area,  took  place  six  times.  On  three  occasions  it 
was  for  the  very  infectious  disease  of  measles,  twice  for  scar- 
let fever,  and  once  for  diphtheria. 

Slaughterhouses. 

These  have  been  reduced  again  this  year,  by  one  being 
transferred  to  another  area.  The  number  of  licensed  slaugh- 
terers is  eleven.  The  cleanliness  and  conduct  of  the  slaugh- 
terhouses has  been  satisfactory. 

Water. 

The  water  obtained  from  the  Thirlmere  Aqueduct  has 
been  of  good  quality.  The  supply  available  for  the  outlying 
districts  has,  however,  not  been  adequate.  The  increase  of 
householders  and  farmers  taking  their  supply  has  left  little 
for  those  situated  furthest  away  from  the  source  of  supply 
at  Heapey.  The  scraping  of  the  mains  as  a temporary  mea- 
sure has  been  commenced,  on  the  completion  of  which  there 
should  be  an  immediate  benefit.  The  supply  of  water  to 
Mawdesley  has  also  taxed  the  system,  being  situated  at  the 
extremity  of  the  Western  Water  Scheme. 

Scavenging. 

The  experiment  of  carrying  out  scavenging  by  direct 
labour  as  tried  out  at  Coppull,  has  not  warranted  the  exten- 
sion of  that  procedure  to  the  rest  of  the  area.  It  has,  there- 
fore, been  decided  to  do  the  scavenging  in  each  district  by 


8 


contract  for  such  a period  that  the  contractor  can  equip  him- 
self with  suitable  gear  to  carry  out  the  work.  By  this  means 
it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  done  more  efficiently  than 
in  the  past. 

The  Euxton  sewer  for  the  Munitions  Factory  is  com- 
pleted, and  the  one  available  for  the  sewering  of  Euxton 
Village  has  also  been  laid.  A scheme  for  the  connections  to 
this  sewer  is  now  under  consideration. 

The  anticipated  reorganisation  of  the  Sewerage  Works 
of  the  district  has  been  delayed  owing  to  the 
urgency  of  the  situation  presented  by  the  gradual 
failure  of  water  to  reach  the  outlying  districts  in 
an  adequate  quantity.  The  reorganisation  is  a 
big  scheme,  but  if  adequately  thought  out  it  may  be  possible 
to  bring  it  to  a satisfactory,  yet  economical  proposition.  The 
question  of  water  supply  was  so  acute  that  practically  all 
the  schemes  for  extensions  of  sewers,  except  the  minor  im- 
provements had  to  be  put  off.  The  steps  taken,  including 
the  scraping  of  the  pipes  have  already  had  good  effect,  and 
once  this  is  settled  the  extensive  plans  for  improving  the 
other  services  which  have  already  been  worked  out,  but 
have  not  been  put  into  operation,  will  be  commenced.  I hope 
to  be  able  to  record  these  as  having  been  completed  in  the 
next  report. 

4 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 

JOHN  RIGBY. 
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NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  1938 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Ages 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

® * • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • * 

• • • 

1-5 

• • • 

I 

* * * 

3 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

5-10 

1 

... 

1 

5 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

10-15 

... 

• • • 

2 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

15-20 

... 

... 

• • • 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

20-25 

1 

3 

• • ■ 

1 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

25-35 

1 

... 

o 

1 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

35  45 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

t » • 

• • • 

45-55 

2 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

55-65 

2 

1 

• • • 

1 

2 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

65 — 

2 

... 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

10 

9 

9 

13 

4 

2 

0 

1 

Totals 

19 

22 

r 

6 

1 

DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 
ARRANGED  UNDER  CAUSE,  AGE,  AND  SUB-DISTRICT 
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THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SCARLET  FEVER 
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CHORLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chorley  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I beg  to  present  a brief  report  of  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1938. 

That  the  work  of  this  department  is  varied  and  extensive 
is  shown  by  the  various  Sections  of  this  report. 

SECTION  I. 

HOUSING  AND  OVERCROWDING. 

Houses  Demolished. 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  have  been  demol- 
ished : — (a)  2,  Clancutt  Lane,  Coppull.  A Demolition  Order 
was  served  on  the  7th  September,  1937,  but  the  house  wras  not 
demolished  until  the  end  of  this  year.  The  unavoidable  delay 
was  caused  by  the  death  of  the  owner  which  retarded  the 
construction  of  the  new  house  that  has  now  been  erected  and 
is  occupied  by  the  displaced  tenant. 

(b)  Sunny  Brow  Coppull.  This  house  was  constructed  of 
stone,  had  no  damp  proof  course  and  the  roof  was  sagging.The 
interior  rooms  of  ground  floor  were  badly  lighted  and  only 
6’  6”  in  height.  The  bedrooms  were  garrets,  the  height  varying 
from  5’  9”  at  ridge  to  5’  at  eaves.  This  house  has  now  been 
demolished,  the  former  tenant  being  accommodated  by  us 
in  a Council  house. 

(c)  New  Manor  Avenue,  Charnock  Richard.  In  addition 
to  the  above  three  obsolete  railway  carriages,  which  were  be- 
ing used  as  dwellings,  have  became  vacated  and  demolished. 

Chapel  Lane,  Heapey.  In  this  Township  there  was  a 
dwelling  consisting  of  a converted  railway  carriage.  On  it 
becoming  vacated  this  Council  gave  notice  to  ks  owner  that 
this  structure  had  to  be  removed  and  not  aeain  used  for  human 
habitation.  The  notice  has  been  complied  with. 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Caravans. 

(a)  Caravan  recently  stationed  on  land  in  the  occupation 
of  Mr.  Luke  Walmsley  and  situated  off  Runshaw  Moor, 
Euxton. 
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As  this  dwelling  had  been  occupied  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Council  we  served  notices  on  the  occupier  of  the 
Caravan,  Mr.  George  Leigh,  and  in  addition  on  the  owner  of 
the  vehicle,  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  it  was  situated 
and  also  the  tenant  (Mr.  Luke  Walmsley).  As  a result  of  this 
action  the  caravan  has  now  been  removed. 

(b)  Caravan  recently  stationed  on  land  bordering  the  lane 
which  gives  entrance  to  the  Council  houses  and  the  G.  of  E. 
School,  Mawdesiey. 

This  is  a case  similar  to  the  one  just  quoted  and  has 
resulted  in  the  Caravan  being  removed. 

(c)  Caravan  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rose  and  Crown,  but  in 
the  Township  of  Eccleston;  this  caravan  was  owned  by  Mr. 
Farraday  and  occupied  by  an  old  lady,  but  has  now  been 
vacated  and  removed. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act. 

{A1, ■ % 

Assistance  under  this  Act  is  available  for:  — 

(a)  The  conversion  into  dwellings  of  buildings  not  pre- 
viously used  for  that  purpose. 

(b)  The  improvement  of  existing  dwelling  accommoda- 
tion. 

The  only  application  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  in 
respect  to  the  conversion  into  Three  Cottages  of  a building 
previously  used  as  a shop  and  sub-post  office  and  situated  in 
New  Street,  Mawdesiey. 

The  plans  for  the  proposed  alterations  were  passed  by 
this  Council  and  submitted  to  the  County  Council. 

Although  the  Cottages  were  constructed  the  application 
for  a grant  was  finallywithdrawn  as  the  owner  decided  that 
he  would  rather  retain  full  control  over  the  letting  of  the 
cottages. 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act. 

This  Act  is  to  encourage  the  erection  of  Cottages  for  Rural 
Workers  by  allowing  a monetary  grant  to  the  private  indi- 
vidual or  to  the  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  same. 

Last  August  Mr.  Phillips,  an  Inspector  from  the  Ministry, 
interviewed  the  Clerk  and  myself  in  respect  to  this  new  legis- 
lation. 

Since  this  visit  I have  interviewed  three  of  the  principal 
Estate  Agents  in  the  Chorley  Rural  District,  namely  E.  Lionel 
Proctor,  Esq.,  the  Agent  for  Sir  James  de  Hoghton,  who  owns 
the  majority  of  the  farms  in  the  Township  of  Hoghton; 

E.  Robinson,  Esq.,  Agent  for  the  Cuerden  estate  and  also 
the  Lord  Lilford  Estates,  situated  in  the  Townships  of  Cuer- 
den and  Bretherton  respectively;  and 
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J.  W.  Gotham,  Esq.,  Agent  for  the  de  Trafford  Estate 
which  includes  farms  in  the  Townships  of  Croston  and 
Mawdesley. 

After  discussing  with  each  of  the  above  gentlemen  the 
facilities  offered  under  this  Act  they  were  of  opinion  that  as 
far  as  they  were  concerned  they  were  not  calling  upon  the 
Council  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

Anya  pplications  that  may  be  received  in  the  future  will, 
I am  sure,  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  this  Council. 


Overcrowding. 

Our  last  circularisation  of  the  District  in  respect  to  over- 
crowding was  made  on  the  night  of  the  31st  December,  1936. 

On  that  date  some  Five  Thousand  One  Hundred  house- 
holders were  required  to  fill  in  Forms,  previously  dispatched 
from  the  public  Health  Office,  giving  the  number  of  persons 
then  residing  on  their  premises. 

On  tabulating  this  result  we  ascertained  that  of  the  Five 
Thousand  One  Hundred  houses  so  circularised  Ninety-five 
were  overcrowded  under  the  Housing  Act. 

Since  the  Thirty-first  December,  1936,  no  general  survey 
has  been  taken  but  our  energies  have  been  concentrated  on 
reducing  the  overcrowding  as  then  ascertained. 

Working  on  these  lines  .we  have  the  following  results:  — 
December,  31st,  1936,  the  overcrowded  houses  were  95 


5 J 
1 1 


1 ) 


1937 

1938 


1 } 

5 ) 

» } 

) •> 

50 

35 


Although  we  show  a good  reduction  in  the  number  of 
overcrowded  cases  in  each  of  the  above  years  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  these  figures  only  relate  to  the  overcrowding 
existing  on  the  31st  December,  1936,  the  date  of  our  last  cir- 
cularisation of  the  district.  Since  then  other  cases  will  probably 
have  occured  of  which  we  have  no  record. 

In  my  opinion  the  present  time  is  not  opportune  to  try 
and  accurately  gauge  our  future  housing  requirements,  which 
the  establising  of  a Royal  Ordnance  Factory  at  Euxton  has 
completely  revolutionised. 

When  this  Factory  settles  down  to  normal  working  we 
shall  be  able  to  form  a more  accurate  opinion  as  to  the  Hous- 
ing Supply  and  Demand. 

Private  enterprise  seems  to  be  more  than  keeping  pace 
with  the  demand  for  Houses  Constructed  for  Purchase  as  at 
the  present  time  there  are  about  250  houses  of  this  type  in  our 
district  awaiting  purchasers. 

Another  question  of  importance  in  respect  to  Housing  is 
whether  an  influx  of  workers,  for  the  Royal  Ordnance  Factory, 
in  case  of  a National  emergency,  is  likely  to  monopolise  all 
our  available  accommodation. 
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It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  recent  census  made  in  re- 
spect to  our  housing  accommodation  available  for  evacuated 
children,  etc.,  in  case  of  war,  reveals  the  fact  that  there  are 
Three  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Ninety-five  houses  with 
he  Necessary  Accommodation  although  the  housing  standard 
in  respect  to  the  number  of  persons  allowed  per  house  is  lower 
than  that  allowed  under  the  Housing  Act. 

Difficulties  of  Keeping  Overcrowding  Records. 

To  keep  in  constant  touch  with  all  overcrowding  is  a very 
difficult  problem. 

Under  Section  62  of  the  Housing  Act  every  Rent  Book  used 
in  relation  to  a dwelling  by  or  on  behalf  of  a Landlord  shall 
contain : — 

(a)  A Summary  in  the  prescribed  form  of  Sections  58,  59, 
and  61  of  this  Act. 

(b)  A statement  of  the  Permitted  Number  of  persons 
allowed  in  each  house. 

Last  August  we  made  an  inspection  of  over  200  houses  to 
ascertain  whether  these  requirements  were  being  complied 
with,  with  the  following  results:  — 

(a)  No  Summary  or  statement  of  Permitted  Numbers  in 
rent  book  were  found  in  respect  to  Ninety-one  houses. 

(b)  Summary  of  Act  in  rent  book  but  no  Permitted  Num- 
bers were  found  in  respect  to  Sixtyfour  houses.  In  some  cases 
although  the  landlords  had  applied  to  this  office  for  the  Per- 
mitted Number  they  had  not  troubled  to  insert  them  in  their 
rent  books. 

Housing  Registers  might  more  easily  be  kept  up  to  date 
if  owners  were  compelled  to  notify  the  Health  Authorities 
whenever  the  house  changed  tenants. 

Illegal  Overcrowding. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  we  ascertained  that  a 
Cottage  occupied  by  a Widower  and  two  adult  daughters  had 
become  overcrowded  owing  to  the  reception  of  a Man  and  his 
Wife  and  adult  son  as  lodgers. 

As  the  house  only  contained  2 bedrooms  we  immediately 
served  a notice  on  the  owner  of  the  cottage  and  also  on  the 
tenant,  both  of  whom  were  jointly  answerable  for  the  over- 
crowding. 

The  result  of  our  action  was  the  migration  of  the  lodgers. 

HOUSING. 

(a)  Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  ) 230 
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(i)  By  the  Local  Authority Nil. 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil. 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  230 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  (included  under  (a) 

(i)  above)  Nil. 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  (included  under  (a)  (iii) 

above)  Nil. 

I.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  278 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 
pose   - 389 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 
under  subhead  (1)  above)  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing- 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932...  101 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 


pose   - 139 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Including 

2 Caravans  ••• 5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ••• 139 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  serv- 
ice of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers 139 

3.  Actions  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  re- 


pairs   ••• Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil. 

(b)  By  local  authorities  in  default  of 

owners ; Nil. 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de- 
fects were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  3 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing- 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 


Orders  were  made Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV— Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  35 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  38 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 287 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year  5 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

lieved during  the  year  20 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  164 


SECTION  II. 

MILK  PRODUCTION. 

New  Legislation. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Order,  1938,  made  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolid- 
ation) Act,  1915,  transfers  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
certain  duties  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  cattle  formerly 
carried  out  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

It  revokes  Section  8,  9,  10,  Part  IV  of  the  Principal  Order, 
namely  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Order,  1926. 
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Accredited  Producers. 

An  Accredited  Producer  is  a farmer  who  holds  a Licence 
from  the  Lancashire  County  Council  which  entitles  him  to 
the  extra  grant,  from  the  Milk  Marketing  Board,  for  every 
gallon  produced. 

Apart  from  this  he  holds  no  advantage  over  the  ordinary 
Producer  unless  he  further  obtains  a special  licence  for  Bottl- 
ing which  entitles  him  to  sell  his  milk  under  the  designation 
of  “Accredited”  Milk,  as  without  this  special  licence  he  is  not 
allowed  to  retail  his  milk  under  this  designation. 

LIST  OF  FARMERS  UNDER  THE  MILK  (SPECIAL 
DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 

(a)  Producers  of  Tuberculin  Treated  Milk. 

Mortimer,  J.  H.  (Mrs.),  Stansfield  House  Farm,  Euxton. 
Pantall,  F.E.,  Ridgewood  Farm,  Heath  Charnock. 

Sagar,  S.  H.,  Heskin  Hall  Farm,  Heskin. 

(b)  Farmers  holding  44 Accredited  Producers,”  together  with 
Bottling  Licences. 

Horwich  Co-operative  Society,  Anderton  Hall  Farm, 
Anderton. 

Dandy,  W.,  Carvers  Farm,  Croston. 

Johnson,  H.,  Clock  House  Farm,  Guerden. 

Norris,  W.  C.,  Cunliffe  Farm,  Anderton. 

Parkinson,  R.,  Swansey  Farm,  Whittle-le- Woods. 

Jones,  W.,  Woodcock  House  Farm,  Eccleston. 

Scambler,  J.,  Harbour  Farm,  Wheelton. 

Smith,  E.  J.,  White  Coppice  Farm,  Anglezarke 
Smith,  R.,  Calderbank  Farm,  Charnock  Richard. 

(c)  Farmers  Holding  “Accredited  Producers’LLicences  only. 

Bentham,  Mrs.  E.,  Ashcroft  Farm,  Bretherton. 

Baines,  H.,  Moss  Farm,  Bretherton. 

Mackereth,  J.  E.,  Springfield  Farm,  Bretherton. 

Hill,  John,  Bank  Hall  Farm,  Bretherton. 

Jump,  J.,  Church  House  Farm,  Bretherton. 

Crompton,  R.,  Batesons  Farm,  Brindle. 

Marginson,  T.  IF,  Head  o’  th’  Marsh  Farm,  Brindle. 
Rawclift'e,  G.,  Millstone  Farm,  Brindle. 

Livesy,  W and  J.,  Jack  Green  Farm,  Brindle. 

Cartmell,  T.,  Moss  Farm,  Brindle. 

Gorton,  E.,  Silcock  Farm,  Brindle. 

Marginson,  J.,  Higher  Cop  Farm,  Brindle. 

Park,  M.  A.,  Leigh  Farm,  Brindle. 

Betheil,  W.,  Hoggarts  Farm,  Brindle. 
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Shuttlew.orth,  W.,  Waimsley  Fold  Farm,  Brindle. 
Trekeld,  A.,  Hatch  wood  Farm,  Brindle. 

Gattie,  J.  V.  H.,  Whiteholme  Farm,  Brindle. 

Lamb  (Mrs.)  E.,  Windmill  Farm,  Brindle. 

Scott,  Allen,  Tan  House  Farm,  Gharnock  Richard. 

Heaps,  G.,  Gharnock  House  Farm,  Gharnock  Richard. 
Alty,  R.,  New  Park  Hall  Farm,  Gharnock  Richard. 
Cowburn,  W.,  Yew  Tree  Farm,  Gharnock  Richard. 
Sowerbutts,  J.,  Iddon  House  Farm,  Gharnock  Richard. 
Heaton,  H.,  Lancaster  House  Farm,  Gharnock  Richard. 
Leyland,  J.,  Mawdesley  Farm,  Gharnock  Richard. 
Hebblethwaite,  R.,  Woodcock  Farm,  Glaytonde-Woods. 
Gill,  J.  Fowlers  Farm,  Clayton-le-Woods. 

Dutton,  J.  B.,  Grookfold  Farm,  Coppull. 

Riding,  A.,  Moss  House  Farm,  Coppull. 

Dickinson,  H.,  Orchard  Heys  Farm,  Coppull. 

Riding,  H.,  Green  Lane  Farm,  Coppull. 

Riding,  F.,  Highfield  Farm,  Coppull. 

Taylor,  W.,  Bridge  End  Farm,  Groston. 

Ashton,  J.,  Home  Farm,  Croston. 

Forshaw  Bros.,  Manor  House  Farm,  Groston. 

Dandy,  J.,  Drinkhouse  Farm,  Groston. 

Waimsley,  J.  W.,  Bottoms  Farm,  Cuerden. 

Platt,  J.  E.,  Ingrave  Farm,  Eccleston. 

Sumner,  J.,  Bradley  Hall  Farm,  Eccleston. 

Aspinall,  W.  H.,  Towngate  Farm,  Eccleston. 

Robinson,  F.,  Peacock  Farm,  Euxton. 

Grimshaw,  G.,  Runshaw  Moor  Farm,  Euxton. 

Waimsley,  F.,  Woodcock  Fold  Farm,  Euxton. 

Waimsley,  E.,  Spout  House  Farm,  Euxton. 

Waimsley,  F.  Toy  Farm,  Euxton. 

Derbyshire,  J.,  Kays  Farm,  Heat'll  Gharnock. 

Brownlow,  S.,  Blindhurst  Farm,  Heath  Gharnock. 
Hunter,  W.,  Craggs  Farm,  Heskin. 

Smith,  R.  A.,  Morris  Fold  Farm,  Heapey. 

Core,  F.,  Anderton  Fold  Farm,  Hoghton. 

Rushton,  W.  F.,  Dover  Farm,  Hoghton. 

Rushton,  T.  A.,  Green  Farm,  Hoghton. 

Barton,  W.  J.,  Causeway  Farm,  Hoghton. 

Cross,  W.,  Horribin  Farm,  Hoghton. 

Rawcliffe,  M.  (Mrs.),  Blackmoor  Hall  Farm,  Mawdesley. 
Forrest,  P.  G.  and  Sons,  Mawdesley  Hall  Farm, 
Mawdesley. 

Gregson,  F.  (Mrs.),  Slate  Farm,  Mawdesley. 

Cummings,  P.  Home  Farm,  Mawdesley. 

Marsden,  G.  W.,  Tootles  Farm,  Mawdesley. 

Wrennalls,  J.,  Culshaws  Farm,  Ulnes  Walton. 
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Holding,  J.,  Denzies  Farm,  Ulnes  Walton. 

Gollinson,  J.  VV.  and  R.  P.,  Rutters  Farm,  Ulnes  Walton. 
Glover,  E.,  Low  Moss  Farm,  Ulnes  Walton. 

Deacon,  J.,  Boys  Farm,  Ulnes  Walton. 

Townsend,  J.  H.,  Johnson  House  Farm,  Ulnes  Walton. 
Deacon,  J.,  Porters  Farm,  Ulnes  Walton. 

Gill,  T.,  Lowe  Farm,  Ulnes  Walton. 

Monks,  IL,  Marl  Pits  Farm,  Wheelton. 

Hodge,  IL,  Triggs  Farm,  Wheelton. 

Scambler,  It.,  Rawlinson  Fold  Farm,  Wheelton. 
Scambler,  T.  M.,  Morris  Fold  Farm,  Wheelton. 

Johnston,  J.,  Brinscall  Hall  Farm,  Wheelton. 

Moffat,  M.,  Spout  House  Farm,  Wheelton. 

Brothers  of  Charity,  Lisieux  Hall  Farm,  Whittle-le-Woods. 

(d)  Pasteurised  Milk. 

We  have  no  producers  in  our  district. 

A Supplementary  Licence  is  issued  by  our  Council  to  the 
Ghorley  Co-operative  Society  who  retail  in  the  Township  of 
Coppull. 

Farms  Engaged  in  Milk  Production. 


The  following  Table  gives  for  each  Township  the  number 
of  (a)  ordinary  farms  (b)  faryns  under  the  Milk  (Special  Desig- 
nations) Order,  1936. 


Township. 

Ordinary 
Dairy  Farms. 

Designated 

Farms. 

Total 

Anderton  

14 

2 

16 

Anglezarke  

— 

1 

1 

Bretherton  

16 

5 

21 

Br indie  

30 

13 

43 

Charnock  Richard  ... 

22 

8 

30 

Clayton-le-Woods  

18 

2 

20 

Coppull  

14 

5 

19 

Croston  

10 

5 

15 

Guerden  

11 

2 

13 

Eccleston  

13 

4 

17 

Euxton  

25 

6 

31 

Heapey  

15 

1 

16 

Heath  Charnock  

18 

3 

21 

Heskin  

10 

2 

12 

Hoghton  

14 

5 

19 

Mawdesley  

19 

5 

24 

ltivington  

3 

Nil. 

3 

Ulnes  Walton  

16 

8 

24 

Wheelton  

13 

7 

20 

Wh  i ttl e- 1 e- WI 1 ood s . . . . 

23 

2 

25 

304 

86 

390 

21 


IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  ON  OUR  VARIOUS 
FARMS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Silcocks  Farm,  Brinclle — New  Middenstead  and  minor  im- 
provements. 

High  Cop  Farm,  Brindle — New  Dairy  and  Sterilizing  Room 
constructed. 

Bury  Farm,  Brindle — New  Floor  in  Cowshed,  Dairy  re- 
conditioned. 

Tullis  Farm,  Brindle — New  Floor  in  Cowshed,  New  Shippon 
erected. 

Barkers  Farm,  Charnock  Richard — Existing  Building  convert- 
ed into  Dairy  and  Sterilizing  Room. 

Heatons  Farm,  Charnock  Richard — New  Dairy  and  Sterilizing 
Room. 

Little  Hanging  Bridge  Farm,  Croston — New  Shippon  erected. 

Drinkhouse  Farm,  Croston — New  Middenstead  and  Tank  con- 
structed. 

Abbotts  Farm,  Cuerden — Existing  Shippon  re-modelled  and 
New  Dairy  and  Sterilizing  Room  erected. 

Porters  Farm,  Eccleston — New  Shippon,  New  Dairy  and 
Sterilizing  Room  erected. 

Nixons  Farm,  Euxton — New  Windows  in  Shippon,  existing 
Building  Converted  into  Dairy  and  Sterilizing  Room. 

Spout  House  Farm,  Euxton — Existing  Shippon  Re-modelled, 
New  Dairy  and  Sterilizing  Room  erected. 

Toy  Farm,  Euxton — Existing  Building  Converted  into  Dairy 
and  Sterilizing  Room. 

Silvesters  Farm,  German  Lane,  Euxton — (This  Farm  was 
originally  situate  in  Euxton  Lane,  and  was  demolished  to 
make  room  for  building  operations  on  the  Royal  Ordnance 
Factory) — New  Shippon,  Dairy  and  Farmhouse  have  been 
erected  on  the  above  site. 

Boarded  Barn  Farm,  Runshaw  Lane,  Euxton — New  Liquid 
Manure  Tank  and  Drainage  Reconstructed. 

Pack  Saddle  Farm,  Euxton- — Shippon  reorganised,  existing 
Building  converted  into  Dairy. 

Morris  Fold  Farm,  Heapey — Existing  Building  Converted  into 
Dairy  and  Sterilizing  Room. 

Springfield  Farm,  Heath  Charnock — New  Shippon  erected, 
existing  Shippon  renovated. 

Barlows  Farm,  Heskin — Shippon  Reconditioned,  New  Dairy 
and  Sterilizing  Room  erected. 

Straits  Farm,  Hoghton — New  Dairy  erected,  Shippon  extended. 

Porters  Farm,  Ulnes  Walton — New  Shippon  erected,  New 
Dairy  and  Sterilizing  Room  erected. 

Lisieux  Hall  Farm,  Whittle-le-Woods — Existing  Building  con- 
verted to  Dairy  and  Sterilizing  Room. 
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SECTION  III. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 
Slaughter  Houses. 

The  following  Slaughter  Houses  are  situated  in  the  Chor- 
ley  Rural  District : — 


Township.  Proprietor  and  Situation. 

Anderton  John  Heap,  1,  Babylon  Lane. 

Brindle  James  Rigby,  Oak  Bank,  Gregson  Lane 

Coppull  Thomas  Draper,  45,  Chapel  Lane. 

Coppull  Walter  Morris,  136,  Spendmore  Lane  W. 

Croston  ..James  Sumner,  Station  Road. 

Groston  George  Dalton,  Town  Road. 

Croston  A.  Whittle  (Mrs.),  Town  Road. 

Clayton-le-Woods  ...Richard  Waring,  Windfield  Farm. 

Eccleston  Preston  McLeod,  Preston  Nook. 

Heapey  Herbert  Cowburn,  Kenyon  Farm. 

Heskin  Sydney  Green,  Coopers  Allotments. 


During  the  year  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number 
of  our  Slaughter  Houses  owing  to  Fred  Haydock  transferring 
his  Slaughtering  from  Holt  Farm,  Euxton,  to  newly 
erected  premises  in  Leyland. 

This  is  greatly  to  our  advantage  as  Haydock  is  one  of  the 
chief  butchers  in  Leyland  and  all  the  meat  from  the  Holt 
Farm  premises  was  at  once  removed  to  his  shop  in  that 
Town.  Now  the  meat  will  be  sold  in  the  Town  in  which  the 
animals  are  slaughtered  without  another  authority  being  res- 
ponsible for  its  inspection. 

You  will  notice  that  the  following  Slaughter  Houses  have 
changed  proprietors : — 

Anderton,  Babylon  Lane — From  Stephen  Finch  to  John 
Heap. 

Coppull,  Chapel  Lane — From  Draper  and  Son  to  Thomas 
Draper. 

Croston,  Town  Road — From  Rober  Tuson  to  George 
Dalton. 

Before  the  renewal  of  the  Licence  for  the  Croston 
Slaughter  House  we  had  the  drainage  system  reconstructed 
and  certain  privies  in  the  immediate  vicinity  converted  to 
Water  Closets.  In  addition  sanitary  improvements  were 
carried  out  to  the  inerior  of  he  building. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

fJndor  this  Act  all  our  slaughtermen  are  licensed  each 
year  and  no  one  is  able  to  hold  a licence  unless  he  is  over  18 
years  of  age  and  has  had  practical  experience.  The  number  of 
Licences  granted  during  the  year  are  19. 
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Times  of  Slaughtering. 

The  majority  of  the  butchers  have  fixed  times  and  days 
for  slaughtering  which  is  generally  twice  a week,  Monday 
and  Wednesday. 

Those  buchers  who  have  no  fixed  times  and  days  have 
to  give  us  Three  Hours  Notice  previous  to  the  slaughtering. 

As  the  Slaughter  Houses  are  scattered  around  the  district 
and  most  of  the  butchers  slaughter  on  the  same  day,  to  keep 
a proper  supervision  over  meat  inspection  is  a difficult 
proposition. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1934. 

Under  these  Regulations  all  shops  in  which  meat  is  sold, 
including  bacon  and  ham,  have  to  he  registered  by  the  Public 
Health  Authority  and  comply  with  certain  regulations  as  to 
cleanliness  and  proper  storage. 

In  respect  to  butchers  shops  the  displaying  of  meat  at 
open  shop  fronts  where  it  is  liable  to  be  contaminated  by 
oust  and  dirt  is  also  prohibited. 

These  regulations  are  on  the  whole  very  well  complied 
with  except  that  during  hot  weather  some  of  the  shop 
keepers,  unless  they  are  reminded,  are  liable  to  forget  to 
properly  protect  their  meat  from  the  exploration  of  flies. 

SEA  FISH  INDUSTRY  ACT,  1938. 

This  Act  required,  before  the  31st  December,  1938,  the 
Registration  with  the  White  Fish  Commission  of  all  Whole- 
sale Merchants,  Fish  Mongers,  Fish  Friers,  and  Fish  Pro- 
cessors. 

We  have  in  the  Chorley  Rural  District:  — 


Fish  Friers  15 

Fish  Mongers  7 


These  were  all  visited  by  us  and  notified  of  their  obliga- 
tion under  this  Act  and  at  the  same  time  their  premises  were 
inspected  and  found  clean  and  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Unsound  Meat. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  Carcasses  dur- 
ing the  year  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  des- 
troyed : — 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : — 


Whole  Carcasses  

Cows 

9 

Sheep 

1 

Pigs 

r 

Parts  of  Carcasses  

4 

1 

i 

Tuberculosis  only : — 
Parts  of  Carcasses  ....  . 

....  1 

Nil 

Nil 
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SECTION  IV. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  chief  water  supply  of  the  Chorley  Rural  District  is 
derived  from  Thirlmere  through  the  Manchester  Corporation. 

In  the  Western  portion  of  the  district  the  supply  is  main- 
tained by  gravitation,  aided  by  a Booster  Plant  which  is 
situated  in  the  Township  of  Euxton. 

In  the  other  Townships  the  water  has  to  be  pumped  into 
storage  Reservoirs. 

The  water  mains  are  becoming  taxed  to  their  utmost 
capacity  owing  to  the  growth  of  the  district  and  the  demand 
for  an  extra  supply  made  by  farmers,  poultry  keepers,  and 
nursery  gardeners. 

In  addition  the  water  mains,  owing  to  corrosion,  are  not 
delivering  their  maximum  capacity  of  water. 

The  Council,  at  the  present  time,  are  seeking  to  remedy 
this  shortage  by  having  the  mains  scraped  and  other  improve- 
ments. 

A matter  for  congratulation  during  this  year  is  the  ex- 
tension of  the  water  mains  to  the  Township  of  Mawdesley 
which  previously  had  to  depend  entirely  upon  Wells  and 
Springs  for  its  drinking  water  supply. 

The  Township  of  Rivington  contains  the  Reservoirs  and 
parts  of  the  gathering  grounds  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation 
who  supply  with  water  the  dwellings  of  this  sparsely  popu- 
lated Township. 

In  the  Townships  of  Brindle,  Hoghton,  and  Cuerden  res- 
pectively the  supply  of  water  is  obtained  by  private  enterprise 
and  from  neighbouring  Authorities. 

In  the  Township  of  Wheelton  the  Council  are  negotiating 
a scheme  wherebythe  higher  portions  of  that  Township  will 
be  supplied  with  water  by  the  Withnell  Urban  District 
Council. 

SECTION  V. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  made  the  following 
drastic  changes  in  respect  to  the  scavenging  of  the  Chorley 
Rural  District:  — 

(a)  That  the  Townships  of  Coppull  and  Charnock 
Richard,  previously  scavenged  by  direct  labour,  should,  for 
I he  future,  be  contracted  for  as  in  the  other  Townships. 

(b)  Thai  the  next  letting  of  the  contracts  for  scavenging 
should  be  for  a period  of  Three  years  instead  of  One. 

(c)  That  all  contractors  shall,  for  the  future,  provide  all 
the  plant  for  carrying  out  of  the  work  with  the  exception  of 
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disinfecting  powder,  which  will  be  provided  by  the  Council. 
Furthermore  it  was  decided  that  all  the  Council’s  existing 
Tank  Carts,  including  a Karrier  Motor,  should  be  sold. 

SECTION  VI. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

The  following  Tables  give  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

HOUSES  DISINFECTED. 

TABLE  A. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Cerebro 

Spinal 


Scarlet 

Diph- 

Typh- 

Menin 

Township 

Fever 

theria 

oid 

gitis 

Remarks 

Anderton  

..  7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

One  case  nursea  at 
home. 

Anglezarke  

. Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Bretherton  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Brindle  

. 2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Charnock  Richard 

. 5 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

One  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  was  nursed  at 
home. 

Clayton-le-Woods 

. 3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Coppull  

..  10 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

One  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  was  nursed  at 
home. 

Croston  

..  3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

One  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  was  nursed  at 
home. 

Cuerden  

..  3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Eccleston  

..  3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Euxton  

. 3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

One  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  was  nursed  at 
home. 

Heapey  

o 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Heath  Charnock  .. 

. 2 

3 

Nil 

1 

One  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  was  nursed  at 
home. 

Heskin  

..  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Hoghton  

. 1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Mawdeslev  

. 5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Rivington  

..  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ulnes  Walton  

. Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Wheelton  

. 19 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Whittle-le-Woods 

. 4 

72 

1 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 
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TABLE  B. 

GASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Township. 
Bretherton  

Charngck  Richard 
Clayton-le-W  oods 


Coppull 


Euxton  

Heath  Gharnock 

Hoghton  

Whittle-le-Woods 


Gases.  Reason  for  Disinfection 
2 Removal  to  Sanatorium. 
(Both  Gases). 

1 Removal  to  Sanatorium. 

..  2 Removal  to  Sanatorium. 

The  other  case,  the 
of  the  district,  and  the 
T.B.  Shelter  previously 
used  by  the  patient  was 
disinfected. 

. ..  3 Patient  died  at  home. 
Removal  to  Sanatorium 
(The  other  two  cases). 

. . i Removal  to  Sanatorium. 

..  1 Removal  to  Sanatorium. 

1 Removal  to  Sanatorium. 

. i Removal  to  Sanatorium. 


Total 


12 


OTHER  HOUSES  DISINFECTED. 

During  the  year  there  were  4 houses  disinfected  for 


various  reasons : — 

Township. 

Brindle  1 

Gharnock  Richard  2 

Euxton  1 

Total  4 


DISINFECTION  OF  SCHOOL. 


Name  of  School. 

St.  Oswald’s  R.G.  School,  Coppull 


Wheel  ton  Council  School,  Wheel- 
ton  . 


Reason  for  Disinfection. 

This  School  was  disin- 
fected on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  Diph 
theria  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

This  School  was  disin- 
fected on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  in  the  Township. 
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PATHOLOGICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATIONS. 

Number  of  specimens  during  the  year  : 


Sputum  3 

Throat  Swabs  16 


Typhoid  Scare. 

Early  in  September  we  received  a report  from  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Blackburn  that  there  was  in  his  district  a 
workman  who  was  a suspected  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  and  that 
the  said  man  had  been  employed  at  the  Government  Factory 
at  Heapey. 

We  visited  the  works  the  same  day  that  we  received  the 
notification  and  ascertained  that  the  man  in  question  had  only 
been  employed  for  Four  days,  from  August  24th  to  August 
27th. 

There  are  no  sleeping  huts  on  this  site  and  we  saw  no 
thing  that  might  lead  us  to  suspect  that  a case  of  Typhoid 
might  originate  on  these  premises. 

Small  Pox  Scare. 

This  occured  owing  to  a Small  Pox  case,  residing  in  the 
County  Borough  of  Wigan,  having  worked  in  a Cotton  Mill 
in  the  Township  of  Coppull. 

This  necessitated  the  vaccination  of  some  50  fellow 
workers  and  also  the  visiting  and  keeping  under  observation 
of  all  the  contacts  residing  in  our  district. 

Fortunately  we  drew  negative  results,  no  cases  material- 
ising. 

SECTION  VII. 

DISINFESTATION. 

This  deals  with  the  extermination  of  Bugs  and  in  particu- 
lar Bed  Bugs,  Fleas,  Beetles,  and  Cockroaches  and  other  Pests 
and  the  removal  of  conditions  that  are  likely  to  be  favourable 
for  the  breeding  of  same. 

Two  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  the  partic- 
ulars are  as  follows  : — - 

(a)  A house  in  the  Township  of  Brindle  in  a filthy  con- 
dition and  swarming  with  fleas. 

These  Pests  were  exterminated  by  Fumigation  and  Spray- 
ing. The  house  was  thoroughly  cleansed  and  lime  washed 
from  top  to  bottom. 

(b)  This  filthy  house  was  in  the  Township  of  Coppull.  In 
addition  to  the  premises  the  bedding  was  in  a most  filthy  con- 
dition. 
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To  abate  this  nuisance  we  had  the  house  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  all  the  infected  bedding  removed  and  destroyed 
by  fire. 

As  the  family  concerned  was  in  very  poor  circumstances 
the  Council  defrayed  the  cost  of  the  renewal  of  the  articles 
destroyed. 


SECTION  VIII. 

FACTORY  ACT,  1937. 

This  act  came  in  force  on  the  1st  of  July  and  imposes 
extra  duties  on  the  Public  Health  Department  including  the 
inspection  of  ail  Factories. 

Workplaces  designated  as  “Workshops”  under  the  1901 
Act  are  now  termed  “Factories  without  Mechanical  Power.” 

The  Public  Hnal  h Authorities  have  the  following  duties 
m connection  with  Factories  according  to  their  category:  — 

(a)  Factories  in  which  Mechanical  Power  is  employed 
have  to  be  inspected  in  respect  to  the  suitability  and  sufficiency 
of  the  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

(b)  Factories  in  which  no  Mechanical  Power  is  employed 
have  to  be  inspected  not  only  in  respect  to  Sanitary  Conveni- 
ences but  as  to  Cleanliness,  Overcrowding,  Temperature. 
Ventilation  and  Drainage  of  Floors. 

All  Factories  have  to  be  inspected  in  respect  to  the 
sufficiency  of  means  provided  in  case  of  fire  and  the  Owners 
have  to  hold  a special  certificate  issued  by  this  Council  stating 
the  means  of  escape  provided  and  that  the  Council  consider 
them  sufficient. 

This  duty  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Surveyor. 

Since  the  application  of  the  new  Factory  Act  we  are 
visiting  all  Factories  and  reconstructing  our  Register,  but 
this  work  is  not  yet  completed. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  on  our  books : — 

(a)  Factories  employing  Mechanical  Power...  34 

(b)  Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  32 

The  following  Table  gives  the  administration  of  the 
Factory  Act  which  is  required  to  be  furnished  each  year  in 
the  Annual  Report. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

15 

9 

Nil 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

28 

18 

Nil 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  but 
not  including  outworkers’  pre- 
mises) 

4 

1 

Nil 

Total 

47 

28 

Nil 

2. — DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Pro- 
secutions 
were  insti- 
tuted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

3 

2 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4)  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.  6)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) — - 

insufficient 

3 

2 

— 

Nil 

unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

10 

8 

1 

Nil 

Other  offences 

30 

30 

Nil 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921.  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act, 
1937). 

Total 

46 

12 

30 

Nil 
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SECTION  IX. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

This  is  a special  Act  to  regulate  the  hours  of  employment 
of  persons  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years  of  age  who  are 
employed  about  the  business  of  wholesale  or  retail  shops. 

It  also  makes  provision  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
workers. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  every  district 
as  part  of  their  duties  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  to  enforce 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  ventilation  and  temper- 
ature of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences. 

The  remaining  provisions  of  the  Act  are  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  but  by  special 
arrangement  with  that  body  we  have  for  the  past  twelve 
months  included  in  our  inspections  the  administration  of  the 
part  of  the  Act  for  which  they  are  answerable  and  deals  with  : 

(a)  Number  of  young  persons  employed. 

(b)  Hours  of  employment. 

(c)  Records  that  have  to  be  kept. 

(d)  Intervals  for  meals. 

]e)  Weekly  half-holiday. 

(f)  Seating  accommodation. 

(g)  Health  of  workers  in  respect  to  Sufficient 
Lighting,  Washing  Facilities  and  Facilities 
for  Meals. 

The  result  of  our  inspections  has  demonstrated  that  in  the 
majority  of  our  shops  there  is  no  hired  labour,  the  business 
being  conducted  by  the  family  who  reside  on  the  premises. 

SECTION  X. 

PETROLEUM  LICENCES. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  for  the  year  1938. 

The  number  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit 
is  45. 

The  minimum  amount  of  Petroleum  Spirit  stored  under 
any  one  Licence  is  100  gallons. 

The  maximum  amount  of  Petroleum  Spirit  stored  under 
any  one  Licence  is  5,000  gallons. 

In  practically  all  cases  the  Petroleum  Spirit  is  stored  in 
Tanks  with  pumps  affixed. 

SECTION  XI. 

GENERAL  MATTERS. 

Most  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  has 
been  dealt  with  in  one  or  other  of  the  preceding  sections. 
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It  therefore  only  remains  to  touch  on  a few  matters  of 
general  interest  together  witn  the  various  nuisances  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  47. 

Under  this  Section  the  Council  can  require  the  conversion 
to  Water  Closets  of  any  other  form  of  closet,  but  they  shall  pay 
half  the  cost  of  such  conversion  unless:  — 

(a)  The  building  is  without  sufficient  closet  accommoda- 
tion, or 

(b)  The  closets  provided  are  in  such  a state  as  to  be 
prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance  and  cannot,  without  re- 
construction, be  put  into  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  provision  of  water  closets  can  only  be  required  where 
there  is  a sufficient  water  supply  and  sewers  are  available. 

If  an  application  for  a conversion  is  made  by  an  Owner 
the  Council  may  agree  to  pay  him  a part  of  the  cost  not  exceed- 
ing one-half  of  the  expenses  incurred. 

This  Council  decided  in  the  early  portion  of  the  year  to 
make  no  definite  grant  but  to  consider  each  case  when  appli- 
cation was  made. 

We  have  received  applications  in  respect  to  56  houses  but 
so  far  no  grant  has  been  allowed. 

Higher  Wheelton  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  we  have  received  the  usual  complaints 
arising  from  the  pollution,  by  sewage,  of  the  various  ditches 
situated  at  Higher  Wheelton. 

These  nuis'ances  will  keep  continuing  until  we  have  a 
sewerage  scheme  for  that  portion  of  Wheelton. 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Under  Section  87  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  io36,  power 
is  now  given  to  a Local  Authority  to  provide  public  Sanitary 
Conveniences  in  proper  and  convenient  situations. 

Up  to  the  present  the  public  travelling  by  road  have  to 
depend  on  the  sanitary  conveniences  attached  to  the  various 
hotels.  The  urinals  were  very  often  accessible  from  the  high- 
way without  entering  the  hotel  premises,  but  in  many  cases 
where  we  have  had  the  sanitary  conveniences  reconstructed 
the  urinal  has  been  removed  to  the  rear  of  the  premises  and 
consequently  is  now  only  available  for  use,  except  by  the 
goodwill  of  the  landlord,  by  persons  visiting  the  hotel. 

The  following  are  some  typical  examples  occurring  in 
our  district : — 
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Anderton — Mill  Stone  Hotel. 

Bretherton — Blue  Anchor  Inn. 

Brindle — Cavendish  Arms. 

Clayton-le-Woods — Half-Way  House. 

Hoghton — Oak  Tree  Inn. 

Wheelton — Golden  Lion  Inn. 

Royal  Ordnance  Factory. 

Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  Canteens 
and  sleeping  accommodation. 

Extensive  improvements  have  been  carried  out  on  the 
Dawson  Lane  and  Alker  Lane  sites  respectively.  The  Canteens 
are  well  kept  and  the  quality  of  the  food  we  have  always 
found  satisfactory. 

Incinerators  have  now  been  constructed  in  which  all  rub- 
bish is  being  consumed. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  in  addition  to  being  emptied 
are  now  daily  disinfected. 

Swarm  of  Bees. 

A rather  exceptional  nuisance  occurred  in  one  of  our 
Council  Houses  situated  at  Charnock  Richard  and  occupied 
by  Mr.  Hoyle. 

The  residence  was  raided  by  a swarm  of  Bees  which, 
gaining  access  through  the  ventilators,  settled  between  the 
ceiling  of  the  scullery  and  the  floor  of  the  back  bedroom. 

For  hours  we  endeavoured  to  dislocate  them  by  means  of 
Formaldehyde  and  smoke. 

Finally  we  obtained  the  aid  of  Miss  Saunders  and  her 
sister  who  are  expert  Bee-keepers  and  reside  at  Brindle. 

Under  their  direction  we  removed  portions  of  the  floor 
under  which  the  Bees  had  settled  and  in  a short  time  they 
had  them  all  transferred  to  containers,  brought  by  them,  for 
that  purpose. 

Nuisances. 

The  miscellaneous  nuisances  dealt  with  have  necessitated 
the  serving  of  173  Informal  Notices  and  14  Statutory  Notices. 

The  number  of  Sanitary  inspections  made  equais  1,569. 

In  conclusion  ] must  express  appreciation  of  my  staff  who 
have  co-ordinated  so  ably  with  myself  in  carrying  out  the 
various  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HERBERT  F.  FROES. 


